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IN RECOGNITION OF NORTHSIDE 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
proud recognition of Northside College Pre-
paratory High School, recently selected by 
Newsweek Magazine as one of America’s best 
high schools. 

Northside College Preparatory High School, 
found in 1999, was the first new Chicago pub-
lic school to be built in 20 years. This magnet 
school on the North Side of Chicago provides 
a well-rounded education to bring out the best 
in the exceptional young adults who fill its 
classrooms. 

The school achieved the highest score in Il-
linois for 5 straight years from 2001–2005 on 
the Prairie State Achievement Exam. Last 
year, 415 students at Northside took 905 AP 
exams, with 83 percent scoring a three or bet-
ter. It also has a great deal of National Merit, 
National Achievement, Hispanic, and Illinois 
state scholars. And in 2003, Northside won 
the division three National Academic Decath-
lon Championship. 

Northside College Preparatory High 
School’s exemplary academic instruction pro-
duces world-class graduates: 92 percent of 
the 2005 graduating class continued on to a 4- 
year institution. To equip students for a life-
time of success, the school partners with 
DePaul University, Northeastern Illinois Uni-
versity, North Park University; Mayer, Brown, 
Row & Maw; OWP&P Architects; and S&C 
Electric. 

Mr. Speaker, Northside College Preparatory 
High School is a shining example of public 
education at its best. I am proud of the stu-
dents, faculty, and families of the schools and 
I wish them continued success in the coming 
years. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LAQUINTA HIGH 
SCHOOL 

HON. MARY BONO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an exceptional educational institution in 
the 45th Congressional District of California, 
La Quinta High School. Through the hard work 
and commitment of a tremendously talented 
faculty and staff, La Quinta High School has 
been named among the top 600 high schools 
in the nation by Newsweek magazine. 

La Quinta High School holds the 583th slot 
on a list of 1,000 of the top high schools in the 
United States of America. The high school 
was honored for the high number of students 
who participate in both International Bacca-
laureate and Advance Placement classes. 

Under the leadership of Principle Donna 
Salazar, La Quinta High School has estab-
lished a record of success in the community 
by fostering an environment where students 
are challenged to excel and meet their aca-
demic dreams. As the highest ranked school 
in Riverside County, the Newsweek results are 
a testament to the high quality of this aca-
demic establishment. 

I am impressed by the openness of La 
Quinta High School to students wanting the 
opportunity to learn and to challenge their 
mind. With an ethically and socio-economically 
diverse student body, La Quinta High School 
is a model for schools around the state. 

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘Educate and in-
form the whole mass of the people . . . They 
are the only sure reliance for the preservation 
of our liberty.’’ Jefferson was a powerful advo-
cate for freedom and his message of the im-
portance of a knowledge-based population 
holds great significance for continuing pros-
perity of our nation. 

An educated public begins with our children 
and La Quinta High School is fulfilling our 
founding father’s vision by fostering an edu-
cational environment that challenges today’s 
students and tomorrow’s leaders, to reach 
their academic potential. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like once again to pay 
tribute to La Quinta High School for this im-
pressive achievement. I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing and cele-
brating this exceptional high school. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BILL UTTER 
FORD 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Bill Utter Ford for his years of 
service to North Texas. 

Mr. Bill Utter came to Denton, Texas from 
Amarillo in 1956 when he purchased the local 
Ford dealership becoming the fifth Ford dealer 
in Denton. Over the years, the Denton Ford 
dealership under Mr. Utter grew to employ 
over 100 people and is now in it’s 4th location 
since 1956. 

But Mr. Utter is not known simply for bring-
ing the all-American Ford Corporation to North 
Texas, he has been known for his generosity 
to many causes and organizations throughout 
the community. 

Bill Utter, Sr., Bill Utter, Jr. and staff have 
served in important leadership positions in the 
Denton Community, including Denton Cham-
ber of Commerce and the United Way of Den-
ton County. They have also provided leader-
ship with Ford Motor Company including serv-
ice on the Ford Dealer Council. Nationally, Bill 
Utter Ford has won numerous community 
awards and Ford Motor Company Awards in-
cluding Ford’s Highest Honor, the Fort Presi-
dent’s Award. 

The Utter men, their legacy and their dealer-
ship Bill Utter Ford, have brought quality auto-
mobiles to North Texas but more important 
kindness and philanthropic hearts to the com-
munity. Their recognition on the national level 
has brought prominence and respect to the 
people of Denton. May their spirit of entrepre-
neurship and skills as leaders be an example 
to us all. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LINCOLN 
PARK HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
proud recognition of Lincoln Park High School, 
recently selected by Newsweek Magazine as 
one of America’s best high schools. 

Lincoln Park High School, formerly named 
Robert A. Waller High School, has served the 
students and families of Chicago’s North Side 
for over 100 years. The students at Lincoln 
Park High School have established an impres-
sive record of academic achievement. Eighty- 
seven percent of the school’s 2004 graduates 
enrolled in a college or university. Lincoln Park 
High School has had the most National Merit 
Semi-Finalists out of all the Chicago Public 
Schools over the last 15 years. 

In addition to its academic prowess, the 
school helps create well-balanced individuals 
through its active participation in community 
service through donating to schools in Mali, 
and working for the National Runaway Switch-
board. These activities and experiences teach 
students the importance of academic achieve-
ment while also providing a balanced perspec-
tive on life that promotes responsibility, justice 
and social service. 

Students at Lincoln Park High School enjoy 
the support of strong parent and alumni asso-
ciations which take an active role in over 60 
extra curricular activities and clubs. Commu-
nity partnerships with institutions such as Chil-
dren’s Memorial Hospital and the Lincoln Park 
Zoo also provide learning opportunities outside 
of the classroom in a wide range of dis-
ciplines. 

Mr. Speaker, Lincoln Park High School is a 
shining example of public education at its 
best. I am proud of the students, faculty and 
families of the schools and I wish them contin-
ued success in the coming years. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JANICE AND RICHARD 
OLIPHANT 

HON. MARY BONO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the outstanding contributions of two in-
dividuals in California’s 45th Congressional 
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District—Janice and Richard Oliphant. Jan and 
Dick are well-known throughout the Inland 
Empire for their commitment to bettering the 
community and their devotion to education. I 
am pleased to join the Indian Wells Rotary 
Club, which established the ‘‘Dick Oliphant 
Scholarship Endowment Fund,’’ in recognizing 
Jan and Dick for their exemplary work in our 
community. 

Since moving to the desert in 1962, Jan and 
Dick Oliphant have been valued members of 
our community. The time and effort these two 
individuals have devoted to the valley is highly 
commendable and will have a lasting impact 
for years to come. 

As a leader in the construction and develop-
ment business, Dick’s projects, including de-
signing golf courses, retirement communities, 
apartment complexes, and commercial and 
medical centers, have earned him international 
recognition, including some of the highest 
awards one can achieve in the building indus-
try. Among his first projects in the desert was 
the development and construction of Palm 
City, later named the Palm Desert Country 
Club, which was California’s first retirement 
community and winner of 21 National Awards. 

Both Jan and Dick Oliphant are firm believ-
ers in giving back to their community and are 
known for their philanthropic work in Southern 
California, especially in the area of education. 
Their service in numerous nonprofit organiza-
tions and community service projects has 
made them invaluable assets to our region. 
Additionally, Dick has served over two years 
as an Indian Wells Planning Commissioner, 
six years as a councilman, two years as the 
vice mayor and eight years as mayor. He is 
the founding chairman of the Coachella Valley 
Economic Development Conference and State 
of the Valley, the founder and chairman of the 
Coachella Valley Economic Partnership, and 
the founding Chairman of the Lincoln Club of 
the Coachella Valley. 

Jan and Dick have truly enhanced our com-
munity with their support of and involvement 
with education. Jan has served as president 
and founder of several parents clubs, including 
the Katherine Finchy Parents Club in Palm 
Springs and the John F. Kennedy Parents 
Club in Indio. Both Jan and Dick are actively 
involved on countless advisory boards and 
committees, truly extending themselves to pro-
mote education in the Coachella Valley. 

For over sixteen years, Dick has been a 
member of the California State University, San 
Bernardino Advisory Board, and he is also a 
co-chair in fundraising for a public/private part-
nership with the California State University, 
San Bernardino, Palm Desert Campus. He 
has been named a ‘‘fellow’’ by the A. Gary An-
derson School of Business at the University of 
Riverside, where he spent a year lecturing and 
counseling graduate students on campus. Fur-
thermore, nearly every city in the Coachella 
Valley has designated a ‘‘Richard R. Oliphant 
Day’’ because of his extensive work on valley- 
wide issues. For their outstanding contribu-
tions, in 1996, Jan and Dick were named the 
‘‘Distinguished Citizens of the Year’’ by the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

Both Jan and Dick Oliphant have graciously 
offered their resources and services to the 
benefit of our community and are well-deserv-
ing of our praise. Devoted to their family and 
to each other, Jan and Dick are truly exem-

plary citizens, and I am honored by their 
friendship and to serve as their representative 
in the 45th Congressional District of California. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring and recognizing Jan and Dick Oli-
phant, for their unwaveling dedication, integ-
rity, and outstanding public service. Their en-
ergy and passion to build our community and 
to foster learning and education, continues to 
benefit Palm Desert and our entire community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GIRL 
SCOUTS OF AMERICA CROSS 
TIMBERS COUNCIL 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Girl Scouts of America for 
their 94 years of dedication to this country. 

The Girl Scouts of America are celebrating 
their 94th anniversary which was founded by 
Juliette Gordon Low in 1912 in Savannah, 
Georgia. Since then, they have had a long 
and exceptional history of instilling young girls 
with confidence, courage, and integrity. 

More than 3.8 million current Girl Scout 
members and 50 million veteran members will 
be partaking in this momentous celebration. 

Girl scouting opens all kinds of doors for a 
young lady’s future. This organization urges 
these girls to strive for higher goals than they 
could have ever possibly imagined. Hence, 
these young girls are on the way to becoming 
women that would make this world a better 
place. 

In addition, I am thrilled to announce that 
the Cross Timbers Council, which serves my 
North Texas district, will be opening an addi-
tional office for the Girl Scouts so that they 
may better serve our community. 

The Girl Scouts of America, their legacy and 
their purpose, have brought joy to North Texas 
but more important kindness and philanthropic 
hearts to the community. The Cross Timbers 
Girl Scouts have brought prominence and re-
spect to the communities they serve in my dis-
trict including Denton and Cooke counties. 
May spirit of perseverance and honor these 
young ladies bring be an example to us all. 

f 

HONORING LT. COLONEL RYAN 
YANTIS 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in rec-
ognition of Lt. Colonel Ryan Yantis of the U.S. 
Army for his important contributions to service 
members and civilians alike in his capacity as 
Director, U.S. Army Public Affairs, Midwest. 

While Colonel Yantis has been helpful to me 
and my staff on countless occasions, his as-
sistance with SPC Rene Douroux merits par-
ticular attention and gratitude. 

I had the opportunity to meet SPC Rene 
Douroux on September 13, 2005 when he was 

in the middle of a 30-day leave from duties in 
Korea to his next assignment in Ft. Hood, 
Texas. Unable to go home to New Orleans in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina, SPC Douroux 
was at an emergency facility set up in Chicago 
to assist those left homeless by the storm. 
SPC Douroux was distraught because he was 
unable to locate family members and had no 
idea whether his home was still standing. He 
was hoping to have some additional time to 
find his family, help settle them, and get his 
life in order. 

Lt. Colonel Yantis responded compas-
sionately, effectively and immediately to SPC 
Douroux’s plight. Not only did Colonel Yantis 
arrange for SPC Douroux to have more time, 
but he also arranged for a compassionate re-
assignment to Ft. Polk, Louisiana. Colonel 
Yantis helped reduce the trauma facing this 
young man and his family as they undertake 
the difficult tasks of rebuilding their lives in the 
wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

I offer my heartfelt thanks to Lt. Colonel 
Yantis for his service, and extend my best 
wishes to him in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING DOLLY PARTON 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, Dolly 
Parton is living proof that the American Dream 
is alive and kicking. She worked hard, har-
nessed her God given talent, and touched the 
lives of countless millions. 

Not only is Dolly a great entertainer, she’s 
a proven businesswoman and a philanthropist. 
She is the embodiment of a value my mama 
taught me—that you always work to give back 
more to your community than you take. And 
Dolly has given back so much. 

Tennessee is proud of this Smoky Mountain 
daughter, and that’s why we join the 2006 
Southern Women in Public Service Con-
ference to honor her with the Lindy Boggs 
Award. As the U.S. Representative who has 
the lucky fortune to represent Dolly in Con-
gress, I want to take a moment to be certain 
my colleagues here in the House of Rep-
resentatives know just how much she has 
given back to all of us. 

Dolly has put the same passion and leader-
ship she used to make it to the top in busi-
ness into improving child literacy. In 1996, 
Dolly’s vision led to the creation of the Imagi-
nation Library—a program that sends children 
books each month to help them improve their 
reading skills. What began in East Tennessee 
now includes over 600 communities and 
spans 41 states. There are hundreds of thou-
sands of children across this country whose 
futures have been changed for the better be-
cause of her work. 

We simply cannot put a value on the posi-
tive effect Dolly has had on these kids, their 
communities, and this country. 

The Imagination Library is just one example 
of Dolly’s work to help raise up others. Today 
we honor Dolly for her passion and her deter-
mination. 
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